
A C C E S S I N G  G R E Y
L I T E R A T U R E

W H A T ' S  G R E Y  L I T E R A T U R E ?

S T R A T E G Y  # 1 : G O O G L E  &  G O O G L E
A D V A N C E D  S E A R C H

E X A M P L E S  O F  G R E Y  L I T E R A T U R E

Grey literature refers to documents produced by all levels of government and by academics, business and
industry, in print and electronic formats that are protected by intellectual property rights, but not controlled
by commercial publishers.

Blog posts & Tweets
Census data (research guide)
Clinical Trials
Conference Abstracts & Proceedings
Dissertations/Theses
Meetings
White Papers
Registered Research
Technical Reports & Systematic Reviews

Here are some effective strategies for finding grey literature:

site:org
site:gov
site:com

related:urban.org

filetype:pdf (or doc, ppt)

inurl:rand.org

link to:academyhealth.org

info:kff.org

Google offers a great way to track down grey literature resources. Use the advanced search limits below to focus your search

Limit to a domain:

Find Related Sites:

Limit to filetype:

Search for words in a URL:

Search for sites that link to site of interest:

Find quick information about a site:



S T R A T E G Y  # 2 :  G O I N G  D I R E C T L Y  T O
O R G A N I Z A T I O N ' S  W E B S I T E

Academy Health
Advisory Board
American Dental Association
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry
American Academy of Pediatrics
Center for Oral Health
Commonwealth Fund
Cross Cultural Health Care Program
Dartmouth Atlas of Health Care
Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
National Maternal and Oral Health Resource Center
National Quality Forum
New York Academy of Medicine
Prevention Institute
Public Health Law Research
RAND Corporation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Urban Institute

Agency for Healthcare Research & Quality (AHRQ)
Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS)
Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA)
National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research (NIDCR)
National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Below are some top non-governmental organizations & federal agencies working in the health sciences. Since there is a seemingly endless
number of organizations that produce grey literature, searching portals & using Google Advanced searches to identify names can be an
effective way to find grey literature when you don't know where to begin.

Examples of Non-Governmental Organizations:

Government Agencies (Federal)

S T R A T E G Y  # 3 :  P O R T A L S

KENNEDY SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT THINK TANK SEARCH

GREY LITERATURE PRODUCING ORGANIZATIONS

BELOW ARE SOME RESOURCES THAT CAN HELP YOU IDENTIFY ORGANIZATIONS AND/OR SEARCH DIRECTLY FOR GREY LITERATURE.

SEARCHES MORE THAN 700 THINK TANKS & RESEARCH CENTERS THAT GENERATE PUBLIC POLICY RESEARCH & ANALYSIS.

A LIST OF GREY LITERATURE PRODUCING ORGANIZATIONS FROM THE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

For more information on grey literature, please contact
Rachel Wedeward, MLIS, AHIP at rwedeward@aapd.org.

https://www.academyhealth.org/
http://www.advisory.com/
https://www.ada.org/
https://www.aapd.org/
https://www.aap.org/
https://www.centerfororalhealth.org/
http://www.commonwealthfund.org/
http://www.xculture.org/index.php
http://www.dartmouthatlas.org/
http://www.kff.org/
https://www.mchoralhealth.org/
http://www.qualityforum.org/Home.aspx
http://www.nyam.org/
http://preventioninstitute.org/index.php
http://publichealthlawresearch.org/
http://www.rand.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/
http://www.urban.org/index.cfm
https://www.ahrq.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.hhs.gov/
https://www.hrsa.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/hks/think_tank_search
http://www.greylit.org/node/3957

