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Medically necessary care (MNC) is the reasonable and appro-
priate diagnostic, preventive, and treatment services (includ-
ing supplies, appliances, and devices) and follow-up care as
determined by qualified, appropriate health care providers in
treating any condition, disease, injury, or congenital or devel-
opmental malformation. MNC includes all supportive health
care services that, in the judgment of the attending dentist,
are necessary for the provision of optimal quality therapeutic
and preventive oral care. These services include, but are not
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limited to, sedation, general anesthesia, and utilization of sur-
gical facilities. MNC must take into account the patient’s age,
developmental status, and psychosocial well-being, in addi-
tion to the setting appropriate to the needs of the child and
family.

Dental care is medically necessary to prevent and elimi-
nate orofacial disease, infection, and pain, to restore the form
and function of the dentition, and to correct facial disfigur-
ation or dysfunction.



