Proposed Appropriations Letter in Support of Title VII Pediatric Dentistry 


March 2011




Dear Mr. Chairman (or Ranking Member):

I am writing to ask your support for an important program that is crucial to addressing unmet oral health needs of America’s children. Children of low income families have about three to five times the level of untreated dental disease compared to their more affluent peers. Even though it is easily preventable, dental decay is the most common chronic childhood disease in the United States — five times more common than asthma. Children with continual dental pain fail to function properly in school and their everyday lives, thus impacting their development for years to come. The rate of preschoolers with cavities has increased to more than one in every four children between the ages of two and five. This is why the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry supports establishment of a dental home for every child, starting with a first dental visit by age one. 
Please include FY 2012 Title VII health professions funding for pediatric dentistry training at no less than $8 million out of the overall primary care dental cluster (Section 748), which should be supported at $30 million. Support for this program impacts the national shortage of pediatric dentists by increasing training positions. Thanks to this program, first year positions have increased from 180 to 350 over the past decade. Pediatric dentistry residency programs provide both treatments for underprivileged children and training opportunities for pediatric dentists. Two-thirds of the patients treated in these programs are Medicaid recipients. Mentally or physically disabled children are also treated through these critical programs. There is also a shortage of pediatric dental faculty, which makes training future pediatric and general dentists difficult. One critical aspect of Title VII is faculty loan repayment awards, which are used to recruit and retain pediatric dentistry faculty.

Recognizing the need for budgetary restraint and prioritization in HRSA health professions programs, the best investment is in actual primary care dentist training. Conversely, there is no need for Congress to fund the alternative dental provider demonstration projects as proposed by the administration.

Sincerely,
Member of Congress
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