


Services)
 |OM (Institute of Medicine)
« OHS (Office of Head Start)

« PPACA or ACA (Patient Protection and
__ Affordable Care Act- health care reform law)




Figure 1. The Congressional Budget Process: Timetable for Annual Action
< President submits budget proposal to Congress by Lst )

Monday in February (3IUSC 1105(a)) ’
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House and Senate Budget
Committees draft and mark up
concurrent resolution on the
budget; must be reported in the
Senate by April 1 (secron 300 of
the Congressional Budger Acr)
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15 deadline for completion of
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Budget resolution sets revenue,
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m'gmm ; may include

. reconciliation instructions to one
subcommittees or more committees; allocations

(section et alhed 1 comi
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/ Committee (and |
Senate Finance
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Tevenne
Y \ Instructed | |
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draft and report appropriations reconciliation but may be included in
bill:; Houze Appropriations instructions in the |_ reconciliation) J
Committee may report after May budget lWh_ tion J— J—
15; Senate Appropriation: Committes (deadline
may report after completion of specified in the
action on budzet resolution budget resolution)
(section 303 of dhe -
Congressional Budget Act; ’_
By custom, the House considers Committees may
appropriations bills firse) report anthorization

| bills for consideration |
in the House and
Senate (nor ded to
1 | the calendar, but |

House and Senate
rules generally
- o reguire authorization
House and Senate must complete all Cmmlﬁ:?ﬂ.] lmnl | prior te |
action on appropriation bills prier to by Budzet C ittees and appropriations)
the start of the fizeal year (October od for ideration in
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ubcommittee may decide 10 repc ne o avorap
to the full committee, with or without amendment, or
unfavorably, or without recommendation. The
subcommittee may also suggest that the committee
"table" it or postpone action indefinitely. Each
member has one vote. Members usually offer a
number of amendments in mark-up.
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Representing the People and
How a Bill Becomes a Law

A simple majority
(51%) is needed

Bill to allow immigrants
guest-worker status is b
proposed by Civil Rights in both houses

lobby in California. to pass the bill. ﬁ
Sen. of CA sends mail 4 Senate debates
and votes on

Says it will help CA the bill
Anti-immigrant groups
fight the proposal

Congress researches the hill B

If Congress is
in session, pre
signs or vetoes

Conference Committee
joins House & Senate
versions into one bill.

Filibuster ends
with cloture (3/5)

Bill is introduced
in the House

Majority Leader
schedules debate

Senate committee
amends the bill

needed to override.
10 days no action:

bill dies if Congress
is not in session.

Bill is referred to the
appropriate committee

Bill is introduced

in Senate
Bill moves to
committee
v Bill is debated on
Bill is reported ::> and voted by full
Rill to the Floor Speaker House
S, of the House s

Rules Committee dehate




Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee- Subcommittee on Children,
Youth, and Families

Finance Committee- Subcommittee on Health
Care
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Energy and Commerce Committee-
Subcommittee on Health

Ways and Means- Subcommittee on
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committees” to prepare a roster of members it wishes named to
a party's specifically allotted committee seats. The percentage
of a party's representation within the Senate determines the
percentage of seats it will gain on each committee, although
exact numbers are subject to negotiation between party floor
leaders. Committee assignments are then approved by the
Senate through resolutions, typically passed by unanimous
consent at the beginning of each Congress.




states and regions can promote their own
legislative effectiveness. For Senate party
leaders, the committee appointment process
offers a means of promoting party discipline
through the granting or withholding of desired

~~=assignments.
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seniority on a particular committee serves as its chairman.
When the Republican party gained the majority in 1995, it
altered its conference rules to allow Republicans on
individual committees to vote by secret ballot for their
committee's chairman, irrespective of that member's
seniority. This adjustment was a logical consequence of the
party's larger decision to place a six-year term limit on the
service of its chairmen or, when in the minority, its ranking
members.



Class C. Senate Rule XXIV specifies that committee
chairmen and members be appointed on the authority of a
Senate Resolution, unless otherwise ordered. The rules also
provide the following assignment limitations:

— A, B, C's. Each senator may serve on no more than two
Class A committees and one Class B panel. There are no
limits to service on Class C panels.




party is approximately the same as the ratio between
majority party and minority party members in the full
Chamber.




committees. Most incumbents prefer to remain on the same
committees so as not to forfeit expertise and committee
seniority. These committees on committees then match
preferences with committee slots, following certain guidelines
designed in part to distribute assignments fairly.
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conferences have procedures for
disapproving recommended Members and
nominating others in their stead. Finally, at
the third stage, each committee submits its
slate to the pertinent full Chamber for
pproval, which is generally granted.
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urrently, Democrats chair Committees in
Senate and Republicans in the House;
Republicans are Ranking Minority members
In the Senate and Democrats are ranking in
the House.




Legislative Director, Senior Legislative Assistant, or Legislative
Coordinator

— The Legislative Director is usually the staff person who monitors the
legislative schedule and makes recommendations regarding the pros and
cons of particular issues. In some congressional offices there are several
Legislative Assistants and responsibilities are assigned to staff with
particular expertise in specific areas. For example, depending on the
responsibilities and interests of the member, an office may include a
different Legislative Assistant for health issues, environmental matters,
taxes, etc.




« Appointment Secretary, Personal Secretary, or Scheduler

— The Appointment Secretary is usually responsible for allocating a member's
time among the many demands that arise from congressional
responsibilities, staff requirements, and constituent requests. The
Appointment Secretary may also be responsible for making necessary
travel arrangements, arranging speaking dates, visits to the district, etc.




 Other titles used in a congressional office may include: Executive
Assistant, Legislative Correspondent, Executive Secretary, Office
Manager, and Receptionist.




church, civic, sports, etc.)?

— AAPD can provide political biographies;
there are also detailed Web sites for state
legislatures and the U.S. Congress




e Give a legislator an award

* Invite a legislator to speak at your group’s
meeting




letters/e-mails, enclosing/attaching any
Information that was requested during the
meeting. An invitation to your legislator and
his/her staff to come and visit your office is also a
good idea for a follow-up visit.




and mail it to local district office

e Can also do as part of a fund-raiser with
support from the AAPD PAC







