May 8, 2006

Drs. Pediatric Dentist Doe

4944 Skyview Court

Anytown, MI 49684

Matt and Jamie,

I am writing to ask your assistance in bringing Infant Oral Health to reality in your community and eventually our state. The Michigan Academy of Pediatric Dentistry, (MAPD) is promoting a project on advocacy entitled ‘Points of Light’. This project is the implementation of the AAPD’s Enhanced Care Through Appropriate Medical Referrals (ECTAMR) in select communities across our state. Since the key to access and improvement of oral health amongst our youngest patients is early preventive intervention, the intent of this effort is to bring Infant Oral Health to general acceptance within select communities across Michigan creating ‘Points of Light’. The ultimate goal is to expand this project, community by community, until all our kids have the benefit of primary preventive oral health. 

The four specifics of the task we are inviting you to implement are as follows:

1. Assemble a list of dentists in your community that are willing to see infants in their practices. Our experience reveals that younger dentists are more willing to step up to this challenge. You should endeavor to integrate geographic distribution as well as dentists that participate in assistance programs, (e.g., Medicaid, Healthy Kids, MIchild, etc…). Lastly, we found that once area dentists realized that a participant list was going to be provided to the medical community, they did not want to be left off the list. 

2. Provide an In-service to the participating dentists. A template PowerPoint presentation has been included in your packet to serve as a starting point for your presentations. You may feel free to modify it in any way you deem appropriate.  A one-hour presentation offered in your reception area on two or three evenings will provide an opportunity for participating dentists and their staff to review concepts of Physical Exam, Risk Assessment and Preventive Intervention for the infant patient.

3. Mail an informational packet to the pediatric medical providers in your community. Contacting pediatricians and family practice physicians by mail will give them an opportunity to review American Academy of Pediatric (AAP) Oral Health policy and come to an understanding that you are contacting them on behalf of the local dental community for the benefit of their patients. Additionally, providing them a list of local participating dentists addresses their two chief concerns regarding early dental referral, (i.e., who will accept these patients & who accepts public assistance patients). An example packet has been included for use a resource when creating your own mailing. This example packet includes a cover letter, a one-page information sheet, a copy of the AAP oral health policy, an anticipatory guidance sheet and a list of participating local dentists. 

4. Contact and schedule In-service sessions with the pediatric medical providers of your community. This final step will allow you to recruit medical practices regarding Infant Oral Health intervention and review concepts of anticipatory guidance, risk assessment and appropriate referral timing. A copy of the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry’s ECTAMR has been included to provide a template for your interaction with medical colleagues. 

I realize that this project is a huge task and a lot to ask of anyone. I have selected you and your practice because I know that you shoulder the responsibility of the oral health of every child in your community. I know that your practice of our profession is much more than an idle calling. This project is an opportunity to make significant impact on the oral health of your entire community and I know you are up to the challenge. If I can be of any assistance in bringing this vision to reality, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  I wish you the best in this endeavor and hope you have the same level of success we have enjoyed. 

Best regards, 

Kevin J. Hale, DDS, FAAPD

Enc.

