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AAPD Model School-Entrance Oral Health Examination Law
Section ____.  School-entrance oral health examination.

(a) All children in kindergarten of any public, private, or parochial school shall have a dental examination performed no earlier than 12 months prior to the date of the initial enrollment of the pupil or at any time during the school year.  The examination shall be performed by a licensed dentist.  Parents and guardians of students shall, no later than May 15 of the school year, present proof of having received a dental examination.
(b) The dental examination shall include documentation of oral health history, soft tissue health/pathologic conditions, oral hygiene level, variations from a normal eruption/exfoliation pattern, dental dysmorphology or discoloration, caries (including white-spot lesions), and existing restorations.  The child and the parent or guardian  should also be informed of age-related caries-risk and caries-protective factors, as well as the benefits of a dental home.

(c) Each public, private, and parochial school must give notice of this dental examination requirement to the parent or legal guardian of a pupil described in subsection (a) concerning the dental examination requirement, no later than thirty (30) days after the start of the school year.  The notification shall, at a minimum, consist of a letter that includes all of the following:  
(1) An explanation of the requirements of this section.   

(2) Information on the importance of primary teeth.   
(3) Information on the importance of oral health to overall health and to learning. 
(4) A toll-free telephone number to request an application for Medicaid, CHIP, or other government-subsidized health insurance programs. 
(5) Contact information for county public health departments.  
(6) A statement of privacy applicable under state and federal laws and regulations.  
(d) The parent or legal guardian of a pupil may be excused from complying with subsection (a) by indicating on the form described in subsection (d) that the dental examination could not be completed because of one or more of the following reasons:   

(1) The examination poses an undue financial burden on the parent or legal guardian.  
(2) Lack of access by the parent or legal guardian to a licensed dentist.  
(3) The parent or legal guardian does not consent to a dental examination.  
(e) In order to ensure uniform data collection, the department of education, in consultation with interested persons, shall develop a standardized form that shall be used by each school district to record the results of the examination or the reason the examination was not conducted.  The standardized form shall include all of the following:  

(1) A section that can be used by the licensed dentist performing the examination to confirm the date of the completed examination.
(2) A section that can be used by the licensed dentist performing the examination to indicate whether the pupil presented with a history of decay indicated by restored or missing teeth and untreated dental decay or other oral health needs.
(3) A section that can be used by the licensed dentist to indicate treatment recommendations arising from the examination that were communicated to the parent or legal guardian.
(4) A section to indicate if this is the child’s first dental examination and, if not, if the child was a patient of record at the time of the examination.
(5) A section in which the parent or legal guardian of a pupil can indicate the reason why an examination could not be completed by marking the box next to the appropriate reason consistent with subsection (c).

(f) Upon receiving completed standardized forms, all school districts shall, by December 31 of each year, submit a report to the county office of education of the county in which the school district is located conveying in a statistical manner the information derived from the forms.  The report will be in a standardized format developed or approved by the state Department of Education and will be available for public inspection and posted on the department’s website. The report shall include all of the following:   

(1) The total number of pupils in the district, by school, who are subject to the requirement to present proof of having received dental examination pursuant to subsection (a).  
(2) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who present proof of an examination.  
(3) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who  could not complete an examination due to each of the reasons in subsection (c).
(4) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who are examined and found to have (a) a history of decay indicated by restored or missing teeth and (b) untreated dental decay or other oral health needs. 
(5) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) for whom the examining dentist recommended the treatment options described in paragraph (d)(3).
(6) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (2) for whom this was (a) the child’s first dental examination and, if not (b) was the child a patient of record of the examining dentist. 
(7) The total number of pupils described in paragraph (1) who did not return the form.  
