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The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) recognizes emergency care for infants,

children, and adolescents, and persons with special health care needs is an essential duty of every

dentist. The American Dental Association’s Principles of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct
states that “dentists shall be obliged to make reasonable arrangements for the emergency care of their
patients of record”. The AARD-ADA recommends dentists should provide instructions to the parent

for accessing emergency care®. Accessibility to after-hours emergency care is an important aspect

continually accessible care?. Similacly; Additionally, when consulted for a dental emergency by

patients not of record, the dentist should make reasonable arrangements for emergency dental care. If
emergency dental treatment is provided, the dentist should recommend that the patient return to

his/her dental home unless the parent expresses a different preference?.
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